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2. INTRODUCTION

3. CREATING AN EFFECTIVE CV

Congratulations on choosing a career in nurturing young minds! The journey into the 
world of nursery care is both rewarding and challenging, and this e-book aims to be 
your trusted companion as you embark on this fulfilling path. Let's explore the key 
aspects of starting your nursery career, covering CV building, interview preparation, 
and valuable tips for your first day. 

Your CV is your first impression to potential employers, making it crucial to present your 
skills and passion effectively. Begin by highlighting relevant qualifications, certifications, 
and any coursework related to early childhood education. Don't forget to include: 

Success Story:

• Objective Statement: A concise statement communicating your dedication to promoting 
the holistic development of children

• Professional Experience: Detail any relevant experience, emphasising achievements that 
showcase your proficiency in childcare and developmental domains

• Educational Background: List your educational qualifications, focusing on degrees, 
diplomas, or certifications directly related to child care

• Skills: Highlight specific skills such as communication, patience, and creativity, crucial in the 
nursery environment

Lisa, a nursery professional with years of experience, emphasised the impact of including 
measurable achievements in her CV. She shared how measuring her success in implementing 
educational activities for toddlers made her stand out among other candidates.

“When I started writing my nursery CV, I realised the power of personal anecdotes. Sharing a 
brief story of a successful interaction with a child not only showcased my skills but also added 
a touch of authenticity.” 

Success Story:
Sophie a level 3 Nursery Nurse, described how her genuine love for promoting a learning 
environment for children resonated during her interview. Sophie’s real stories of connecting 
with children left a lasting impression on the interview panel. 

How do you handle challenging behaviour in children?
Provide concrete examples of situations you've managed successfully, highlighting your 
problem-solving skills and patience. 

4. PREPARING FOR THE NURSERY INTERVIEW 
The nursery interview is a pivotal moment in securing your dream job. Prepare 
thoroughly by considering potential questions and strategizing your responses. Here 
are some common nursery interview questions and tips: 
Why do you want to work with children?
Share your genuine passion for contributing to a child's development, perhaps recounting a 
moment that inspired your commitment.

AWS | Starting Your Nursery Career: A Complete Beginner’s Guide



04AWS | Starting Your Nursery Career: A Complete Beginner’s Guide

Personal Anecdote:

What activities promote cognitive development in toddlers? Showcase your knowledge by 
discussing age-appropriate activities that stimulate cognitive growth, incorporating 
play-based learning. 

“Facing a challenging behaviour situation during my interview, I shared a story of how 
redirecting a child's attention through creative activities helped diffuse a potential issue. This 
practical example showcased my ability to handle real-life nursery challenges.” 

Success Story: 

How do you engage with parents?
Stress the importance of open communication, collaboration, and keeping parents informed 
about their child's experiences. 

Emma, a nursery assistant, explained how her passion for integrating play-based learning 
activities positively impacted children's cognitive development. She emphasised how sharing 
specific examples during her interview highlighted her expertise. 

Success Story: 
Daniel, a recent addition to a nursery team, shared how observing and adapting on his first day 
helped him understand the specific needs and preferences of the children under his care. This 
action contributed to a seamless integration. 
“On my first day, arriving early not only helped me get used to the nursery's environment but also 
allowed me to observe the morning routines, providing a smoother transition into the day.” 

Success Story: 
Rebecca, a level 2 nursery nurse, shared how seeking guidance on her first day not only helped 
her navigate the nursery's procedures but also paved the way for mentorship that proved 
invaluable in her career growth. 
“I found that taking a few extra moments to bond with colleagues and children on a personal 
level during my first day laid the foundation for positive relationships that continued 
throughout my nursery career.” 

Success Story: 
Sarah, an experienced nursery nurse, shared how building strong relationships with parents led 
to increased trust. She detailed examples where clear communication positively shaped 
parent-teacher partnerships. 

5. NAVIGATING YOUR FIRST DAY WITH CONFIDENCE
Excitement and nervousness often accompany the first day on the job. Navigate this 
crucial day with confidence by implementing these practical tips:

• Arrive Early: Punctuality is key. Arriving a bit early allows you to familiarize yourself with the 
environment and settle in before the children arrive 

• Observe and Adapt: Take the time to observe routines, interactions, and the general 
atmosphere. Adapt your approach based on the unique dynamics of the nursery

• Build Relationships: Establish positive connections with both children and colleagues. A 
warm, friendly demeanour goes a long way in creating a welcoming environment

• Seek Guidance: Don't hesitate to ask questions and seek guidance from experienced colleagues. 
They can provide valuable insights and support as you integrate into the nursery community
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6. CONCLUSION
Starting your nursery career is a remarkable journey filled with growth and fulfilment. 
Armed with a compelling CV, proficient interview skills, and the confidence to navigate 
your first day, you are well on your way to making a positive impact on the lives of the 
children you'll care for. 

Best of luck on your nursery career journey! 

Get in touch with our team to discuss opportunities today.

Remember, each step is an opportunity to learn, adapt, and contribute to the nurturing 
environment of a nursery. As you progress, be open to continuous learning, embrace 
challenges, and enjoy the positive moments that come with being a fundamental part of a 
child's formative years. 
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